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has educated tens of thousands of people
from across eastern Connecticut and New
England about the region through a series of
walks highlighting our history, natural re-
sources and culture. Marge celebrated with
countless other residents of my district when
President Clinton signed legislation formally
establishing the Corridor in November 1994.

Following enactment of this law, Marge
played an active role in creating a non-profit
entity—Quinebaug-Shetucket Heritage Cor-
ridor, Inc.—designed to coordinate efforts to
achieve the goals of the act. Marge has
served as Chairman, Vice Chairman and Di-
rector of the corporation. In these leadership
positions, she has continuously demonstrated
an ability to forge consensus from very diverse
views. She has led by quiet example con-
stantly striving to do what is best for the re-
gion. She has given of herself in so many
ways and is unquestionably one of the rea-
sons the Quinebaug and Shetucket National
Heritage Corridor is a success today.

Marge has been widely recognized for her
service to the community. She was named
‘‘Woman of the Year’’ in 1997 by the North-
eastern Connecticut Professional and Busi-
ness Women’s Association. She received the
‘‘Civic Achievement Award’’ in January 1999
from the Northeastern Connecticut Chamber
of Commerce. In addition, she has been hon-
ored with several awards from the Association
of Northeast Connecticut Historical Societies.
These awards are a testament to Marge’s
dedicated service, commitment to the region
and penchant for delivering results.

Mr. Speaker, all of us involved with
Quinebaug and Shetucket Rivers National
Heritage Corridor look forward to working with
Marge for many years to come. We remain
secure in the knowledge that she will continue
to play an important role in an endeavor she
has done so much to make successful. I know
I speak for many people across eastern Con-
necticut when I say—thank you Marge.
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Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, Mary
Ann Koster is the Director of Scheduling at
Cleveland Municipal Court, whose Administra-
tive Judge Larry Jones nominated her in rec-
ognition of 25 years’ service. Under her super-
vision, the office schedules all civil and crimi-
nal cases on the personal dockets of the
Court’s judges and collates and reports case
statistics for use by the Court internally and for
reports by the Court to the Ohio Supreme
Court.

Mary Ann takes pride in the title ‘‘Public
Servant’’ and strives to do her best for the
Court and its personnel, and, especially, for
the public served by the Court.

Married to Don Koster for almost 20 years,
Mary Ann lives in Columbia Station. She has
raised and exhibited roses at all levels of com-
petition. She looks forward to bring the na-
tional fall convention of the American Rose
Society to Cleveland in the year 2001 and will,
in 1999, stand for examination for Consulting
Rosarian and Judge.
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Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, it is with deep
sadness that I inform the House of the death
of Victor M. Gray of California, Missouri.

Victor Gray was born July 15, 1912, in
Hendrick, IL, a son of Homer F. and Anna
Burrus Gray. He was a graduate of the Uni-
versity of Missouri, where he earned a bach-
elor’s degree in agriculture in 1937.

Gray’s career in public service and agri-
culture began immediately after his graduation
from the University of Missouri. From 1937 to
1948 he worked for the Agricultural Extension
Service. After his initial service to the state of
Missouri, Gray worked in the private sector,
owning and operating a farm machinery com-
pany for two years. Victor Gray was a live-
stock marketing specialist with the Producer’s
Livestock Marketing Association-National
Stockyard, Illinois, and manager of the Farm
Bureau Service Co. from 1953 to 1957. He
served as director of the Missouri Department
of Agriculture’s Feed and Seed Division in
1957 and, in 1959, became the Assistant
Commissioner of Agriculture’s Feed and Seed
Division in 1957 and, in 1959, became the As-
sistant Commissioner of Agriculture until 1963.
He was the director of legislative programs for
Missouri Farm Bureau from November 1963
until he retired in August 1977.

Victor Gray served as the executive sec-
retary of the Missouri Association of Fairs and
was a member of the Board of Governors of
the American Royal Livestock Show in Kansas
City, Mo. He was the past President of Amer-
ican Lung Association-Western Division; past
chairman of the County Soil and Water Con-
servation Districts; former vice president of the
County Farm Bureau; and former chairman of
the Missouri Hazardous Waste Committee. He
served as district representative of the Mis-
souri Farm Bureau Rural Health and Safety
Committee.

Victor Gray was an active member in the
community. A member of the Gamma Sigma
Delta agricultural fraternity, he received the
Award of Merit from the society’s Missouri
chapter and the State Star Farmer Award from
the Missouri FFA. He was a 50-year member
of the California Lodge 183, A.F. & A.M., and
the Royal Arch Masons Chapter in California.
He was a member of the United Methodist
Church of California.

Gray was preceded in death by his wife,
Anna in 1991. He is survived by his niece,
Sandra Gray Dietzel; three great-nieces, two
great-great nieces and three great-great neph-
ews. I know that this body joins me in ex-
pressing sympathy to the family of this great
Missourian.
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Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, providing a
high quality education to our children is my

highest priority. The key to achieving this goal
is having high quality teachers. It is for this
reason I am reintroducing my measure today
from last Congress, the Teacher Investment
and Enhancement (TIE) Act, along with my
colleagues, Representatives HORN, POMEROY
and PAUL.

While it is important to know how to teach,
it is equally if not more important to know what
you are teaching. However, many teachers
are teaching ‘‘out-of-field’’ and, therefore, are
not sufficiently knowledgeable in their subject
area. The TIE Act addresses this problem by
providing secondary teachers the incentives to
return to college to take courses in the classes
they teach. This will be accomplished by dou-
bling the current Lifetime Learning Tax Credit
for tuition expenses for the continuing edu-
cation of secondary teachers in their fields of
teaching. This increase would allow such
teachers to receive up to a $4,000 tax break
for college tuition costs.

It is pivotal to ensure teachers are well-edu-
cated. Offering more education opportunities
for our teachers is an investment in our chil-
dren and one we cannot afford not to take. I
strongly encourage my colleagues to cospon-
sor this important piece of legislation and work
for its passage.
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Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, when I ran
for the United States Congress, I campaigned
on virtually one single issue—balancing the
budget.

Whenever I speak on the matter, I think of
my friend Delmar Burhenn. His family works
hard to make ends meet on their Baca County
farm located in the extreme southeast corner
of Colorado.

I savor every chance I get to speak with
Delmar. He has opinions about everything—
retirement, the reliability of farm equipment,
saving for a vacation, and so on.

During my first term in Congress, we bal-
anced the budget, reduced taxes and im-
proved education. During the 106th Congress,
we want to build on these achievements by
preserving Social Security, giving families like
Delmar’s more tax relief, and permanently bal-
ancing the budget.

Of these, the most pressing issue is bal-
ancing the federal budget permanently. That’s
why I introduced HJR 1, the Balanced Budget
Amendment Reduction of 1998, on the first
day of session. Even while the Republican-led
Congress exercises fiscal discipline in Wash-
ington, I believe the only way to protect fami-
lies like Delmar’s is by making it a requirement
federal books remain balanced forever.

Some are unaware Congress balanced the
federal budget last year. We did. In fact, we
delivered the first balanced budget since 1969,
a big step in the right direction. But that was
simply a temporary victory that can be lost
with the political winds. The Balanced Budget
Amendment I propose guarantees the federal
budget will be balanced each year to come.

Under my proposal, the only time the budg-
et could be broken is by affirmative vote of a
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